
Shrub Plant List

Botanical Name Common Name Water Use
California 

Native

Abutilon palmeri Indian mallow Low X

Acacia aneura mulga Low

Acacia boormanii Snowy River wattle Low

Acacia constricta whitethorn acacia Low

Acacia covenyi blue bush Low

Acacia cultriformis knife acacia Low

Acacia greggii catclaw acacia Low X

Acacia iteaphylla willow wattle Low

Acacia longifolia Sydney golden wattle Low

Acacia podalyriifolia pearl acacia Very Low

Acacia redolens prostrate acacia Very Low

Acacia saligna blue leaf wattle Low

Acacia vestita hairy wattle Low

Acca sellowiana (Feijoa sellowiana) pineapple guava Low

Adenostoma fasciculatum chamise Very Low X

Agave americana (thick-leaved relatives) agave Very Low

Agave attenuata (thin-leaved relatives) agave Low

Aloe spp. (CA native, non-native) aloe Low X

Aloysia triphylla lemon verbena Low

Alyogyne huegelii blue hibiscus Low

Ambrosia deltoidea triangleleaf bursage Low

Arbutus unedo strawberry tree Low

Arctostaphylos 'Austin Griffiths' Austin Griffiths manzanita Low X

Arctostaphylos 'John Dourley' John Dourley manzanita Low X

Arctostaphylos 'Lester Rowntree' Lester Rountree manzanita Low X

Arctostaphylos 'Sunset' Sunset manzanita Low X

Arctostaphylos bakeri 'Louis Edmunds' Louis Edmunds manzanita Low X

Arctostaphylos densiflora cvs.
manzanita cvs., e.g., Howard 

McMinn
Low X

Arctostaphylos hookeri 'Wayside' Wayside manzanita Low X

Arctostaphylos hookeri (shrub cvs.) manzanita (shrub cvs.) Low X

Arctostaphylos manzanita common manzanita Very Low X

Arctostaphylos manzanita cvs.
manzanita cvs., Dr. Hurd, St. 

Helena
Very Low X

Arctostaphylos pajaroensis cvs. Pajaro manzanita Low X

Arctostaphylos rudis cvs. shagbark manzanita Low X

Arctostaphylos viscida whiteleaf manzanita Low X

Aronia arbutifolia 'Brilliantissima' red chokeberry Low

Artemisia californica California sagebrush Low X

Artemisia filifolia sand sagebrush Low

Artemisia spp. (shrubby) sagebrush Low
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Artemisia tridentata big sagebrush Very Low X

Atriplex CA native species saltbush Very Low X

Atriplex semibaccata Australian saltbush Very Low X

Baccharis 'Centennial' Centennial baccharis Low X

Baccharis pilularis consanguinea coyote brush Low X

Baccharis pilularis cvs. dwarf coyote brush Low X

Baccharis sarothroides desert broom Low X

Bahiopsis deltoidea (Viguiera deltoidea) goldeneye Low

Bahiopsis laciniata (Viguiera laciniata) San Diego County viguiera Low X

Bambusa spp. bamboo (Bambusa) Low
Berberis aquifolium 'Compacta' (partial 

shade in South Inland)
compact Oregon grape holly Low X

Berberis aquifolium var. repens (shade) creeping mahonia Low X

Berberis nevinii Nevin mahonia Low X

Berberis pinnata, cvs. (Mahonia pinnata) California holly grape Low X

Bougainvillea spp. bougainvillea Low

Buddleja alternifolia fountain butterfly bush Low

Buddleja marrubiifolia woolly butterfly bush Low

Bupleurum fruticosum shrubby hare's ear Low

Caesalpinia californica vara prieta Low

Caesalpinia gilliesii desert bird of paradise Low
Caesalpinia pulcherrima (deciduous in 

desert)
dwarf poinciana Low

Callistemon 'Jeffers' Jeffer's bottlebrush Low

Callistemon 'Little John' Little John bottlebrush Low

Callistemon 'Violaceus' purple bottle brush Low

Callistemon citrinus bottle brush Low

Callistemon pinifolius pine-leafed bottlebrush Low

Calycanthus occidentalis (shade) western spice bush Low X

Carpenteria californica bush anemone Low X

Ceanothus 'Blue Jeans' Blue Jeans ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus 'Concha' Concha ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus 'Dark Star' Dark Star ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus 'Frosty Blue' Frosty Blue ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus 'Joan Mirov' Joan Mirov ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus 'Julia Phelps' Julia Phelps ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus 'Louis Edmunds' Louis Edmonds ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus 'Ray Hartman' Ray Hartman ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus 'Wheeler Canyon' Wheeler Canyon ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus arboreus, cvs. island ceanothus Low X
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Ceanothus cuneatus buckbrush Very Low X

Ceanothus foliosus, cvs. wavy leaf mountain lilac Low X
Ceanothus gloriosus v. porrectus 'Mt. 

Vision'
Mt. Vision ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus impressus 'Puget Blue' Puget Blue ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus impressus 'Vandenberg' Vandenberg ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus integerrimus deer brush Low X

Ceanothus leucodermis white bark CA lilac Low X

Ceanothus megacarpus big pod ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus rigidus 'Snowball' Snowball ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus spinosus green bark ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus thyrsiflorus 'Skylark' Skylark ceanothus Low X

Ceanothus thyrsiflorus 'Snow Flurry' Snow Flurry ceanothus Low X
Ceanothus thyrsiflorus var. griseus 

'Yankee Point'
Yankee Point ceanothus Low X

Cercis mexicana Mexican redbud Low

Cercocarpus betuloides mountain ironwood Very Low X

Chaenomeles cvs. flowering quince Low

Chamaerops humilis Mediterranean fan palm Low

Chamelaucium uncinatum Geraldton wax flower Low

Chimonanthus praecox wintersweet Low
Chimonobambusa marmorea 

(Arundinaria)
marbled bamboo Low

Chimonobambusa quadrangularis square-stemmed bamboo Low

Cistus spp., cvs. rockrose Low

Cleome isomeris bladder pod Very Low X

Clianthus puniceus parrot's beak Low

Cneoridium dumosum bushrue Low X

Cneorum tricoccon spurge-olive Low
Comarostaphylis diversifolia 

(Arctostaphylos diversifolia)
summer holly Low X

Convolvulus cneorum bush morning glory Low

Coprosma petriei 'Verde Vista' Verde Vista coprosma Low

Coprosma x kirkii creeping coprosma Low

Cordyline indivisa blue dracaena palm Low

Correa spp., cvs. Australian fuchsia Low

Cotinus coggygria smoke tree Low

Cotinus obovatus American smoke tree Low

Cotoneaster spp. (shrubs) cotoneaster Low

Cotyledon spp. cotyledon Low

Crassula spp. crassula Low

Cydonia oblonga Quince Low
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Cytisus spp. broom (Cytisus) Low

Daphne odora winter daphne Low

Dasylirion spp. desert spoon Very Low X

Dendromecon harfordii island bush poppy Very Low X

Dendromecon rigida tree poppy Very Low

Dodonaea viscosa hopseed bush Low

Dodonaea viscosa 'Purpurea' purple hopseed bush Low
Drepanostachyum falcatum 

(Arundinaria)
blue bamboo Low

Drepanostachyum hookerianum bamboo Low

Echeveria spp. hens and chickens Low
Echinocactus spp. (CA native, non-native 

spp.)
barrel cactus Very Low X

Echium candicans (fastuosum) Pride of Madeira Low

Echium pininana Pride of Teneriffe Low

Edraianthus graminifolius grassy bells Low

Elaeagnus angustifolia Russian olive Low

Elaeagnus pungens silverberry Low

Elaeagnus x ebbingei Ebbinge's silverberry Low

Ephedra tweediana tramontana Low

Ephedra viridis green Mormon tea Low X

Eremophila glabra emu bush Low

Eremophila maculata spotted emu bush Low

Eriodictyon crassifolium thickleaf yerba santa Very Low X

Eriodictyon tomentosum woolly yerba santa Very Low X

Eriogonum arborescens Santa Cruz Island buckwheat Low X

Eriogonum cinereum ashy-leaf buckwheat Low X
Eriogonum fasciculatum, cvs. (not listed 

above)
California buckwheat Very Low X

Eriogonum giganteum St. Catherine's lace Very Low X

Eriogonum latifolium coast buckwheat Low X
Eriogonum spp. (CA native, non-native 

spp.)
buckwheat Low X

Eriophyllum staechadifolium lizard's tail Low X

Euonymus japonicus evergreen euonymus Low

Euphorbia milii crown of thorns Low

Euryops pectinatus euryops/shrub daisy Low

Felicia fruticosa shrub aster Low
Ferocactus spp. (CA native, non-native 

spp.)
barrel cactus Very Low X

Forestiera pubescens desert olive Low X

Forsythia x intermedia hybrids forsythia Low

Lawn-to-Garden



Shrub Plant List

Botanical Name Common Name Water Use
California 

Native
Frangula californica ssp. tomentella 

(Rhamnus tomentella)
chaparral coffeeberry Very Low X

Frangula californica, cvs. (Rhamnus 

californica)
coffeeberry Low X

Frankenia palmeri Palmer's Frankenia Very Low X

Frankenia salina alkali heath Very Low X

Fremontodendron spp., cvs. flannel bush Very Low X
Gambelia speciosa, cvs. (Galvesia 

speciosa, cvs.)
island bush snapdragon Low X

Garrya elliptica, cvs. coast silktassel Low X

Garrya fremontii Fremont silk tassel Low X

Genista lydia Lydia woadwaxen Low

Genista spp. broom (Genista) Low

Gossypium thurberi Thurber's cotton/desert cotton Low

Grevillea spp., cvs. grevillea Low

Hakea laurina sea urchin tree Low

Hakea suaveolens sweet hakea Low

Halimium lasianthum yellow rock rose Low

Hazardia detonsa island bristleweed Low X

Hesperaloe funifera Coahuilan hesperaloe Low

Hesperaloe parviflora red/yellow yucca Low
Hesperoyucca spp. (Yucca whipplei, 

Yucca californica)
yucca Low X

Heteromeles arbutifolia toyon Very Low X

Hypericum androsaemum sweet amber Low

Jasminum nudiflorum winter jasmine Low

Jasminum parkeri dwarf jasmine Low

Jasminum tortuosum twisted jasmine Low

Juniperus californica California juniper Low X

Juniperus spp. juniper Low

Justicia spicigera Mexican honeysuckle Low

Kalanchoe spp. kalanchoe Low

Keckiella antirrhinoides yellow penstemon Low X

Keckiella breviflora yawning penstemon Low X

Keckiella cordifolia climbing penstemon Low X

Kunzea spp. kunzea Low

Lantana montevidensis (sellowiana) trailing lantana Low

Larrea tridentata creosote Very Low X

Lavandula spp., cvs. lavender Low

Lavatera maritima bush mallow Low

Leonotis leonurus lion's tail Low
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Lepechinia fragrans fragrant pitcher sage Low X

Leptospermum laevigatum Australian tea tree Low

Leptospermum rotundifolium tea tree Low

Leucophyllum spp., cvs. purple sage, Texas Ranger, etc. Low

Ligustrum japonicum Japanese privet Low

Ligustrum ovalifolium California privet Low

Ligustrum sinense 'Sunshine' Sunshine Chinese privet Low

Ligustrum vulgare wild privet Low

Ligustrum x vicaryi golden privet Low

Lobelia laxiflora Mexican lobelia Low

Lonicera interrupta chaparral honeysuckle Low X

Lupinus albifrons silver lupine Low X

Lupinus arboreus coastal bush lupine Low X

Lupinus excubitus grape soda lupine Very Low X

Lycium fremontii wolfberry Low X

Malacothamnus clementinus
San Clemente Island bush 

mallow
Low X

Malacothamnus fasciculatus bush mallow Low X

Malacothamnus fremontii Fremont's bush mallow Low X

Malacothamnus palmeri Palmer's mallow Low X

Malosma laurina (Rhus laurina) laurel sumac Low X

Marrubium bourgaei 'All Hallows Green' All Hallows Green horehound Low

Melaleuca thymifolia thyme honey-myrtle Low

Melaleuca wilsonii Wilson melaleuca Low

Mimulus aurantiacus (Diplacus 

arachnoideus)
sticky monkey flower Low X

Mimulus aurantiacus var. puniceus red bush monkey flower Low X

Mimulus hybrids (shrubby) (Diplacus) monkey flower Low X

Myoporum parvifolium, cvs. myoporum Low

Myoporum x 'Pacificum' pacifica saltbush Low

Myrsine africana African boxwood Low

Myrtus communis true myrtle Low

Nandina domestica heavenly bamboo Low

Nerium oleander, cvs. oleander Low

Nolina spp. (CA natives, non-natives) bear grass Very Low X

Opuntia spp., cvs. (CA natives, non-

natives)
prickly pear/cholla Very Low X

Ornithostaphylos oppositifolia Palo blanco Very Low X
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Peritoma arborea (Isomeris arborea) bladderpod Very Low X

Perovskia spp., cvs. Russian sage Low

Phlomis cretica Cretan phlomis Low

Phlomis fruticosa Jerusalem sage Low

Phlomis italica Italian Jerusalem sage Low

Phlomis lanata Crete Jerusalem sage Low

Phlomis purpurea (P. caballeroi) purple Jerusalem sage Low

Phlomis spectabilis (P. cashmeriana) Kashmir sage Low

Phyllostachys spp. bamboo (Phyllostachys) Low

Pinus mugo mugo pine Low

Plecostachys serpyllifolia (Helichrysum) straw flower Low

Pluchea sericea Coville arrow weed Low X

Portulacaria afra, cvs. elephant's food Low

Prostanthera ovalifolia mint bush Low

Prunus andersonii desert peach Low X

Prunus ilicifolia lyonii Catalina cherry Low X

Psorothamnus spinosus (Dalea spinosa) smoke tree Low X

Ptelea crenulata western hop tree Low X

Punica granatum, cvs. dwarf pomegranate Low

Pyracantha spp., cvs. firethorn Low

Quercus berberidifolia California scrub oak Very Low X

Quercus dumosa Nutall's scrub oak Very Low X

Quercus durata leather oak Low X

Quercus turbinella shrub live oak Low X

Rhagodia spinescens (R. deltophylla) Australian saltbush Low

Rhamnus alaternus Italian buckthorn Low

Rhamnus crocea redberry Low X

Rhamnus ilicifolia hollyleaf redberry Low X

Rhaphiolepis umbellata and cvs. Yeddo hawthorne Low

Rhus aromatica (Rhus trilobata) skunk bush Low X

Rhus integrifolia lemonade berry Low X

Rhus ovata sugar bush Low X

Rhus typhina staghorn sumac Low

Ribes aureum golden currant Low X

Ribes californicum hillside gooseberry Low X

Ribes indecorum white flowering currant Low X

Ribes malvaceum chaparral currant Very Low X

Ribes quercetorum yellow gooseberry Low X

Ribes roezlii Sierra gooseberry Low X
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Ribes sanguineum, cvs. red flowering currant Low X

Ribes speciosum fuchsia flowering gooseberry Low X

Ribes viburnifolium (shade) evergreen currant Low X

Romneya coulteri Matilija poppy Very Low X

Romneya trichocalyx hairy Matilija poppy Very Low X

Rosa californica California wild rose Low X

Rosmarinus cvs. trailing rosemary Low

Rosmarinus officinalis rosemary Low

Rubus parviflorus thimbleberry Low X

Rubus spectabilis salmonberry Low X

Rubus ursinus California blackberry Low X

Ruellia brittoniana Mexican petunia Low

Russelia equisetiformis coral fountain Low

Salvia 'Allen Chickering' Allen Chickering sage Low X

Salvia 'Aromas' Aromas salvia Low X

Salvia 'Bee's Bliss' Bee's Bliss sage Low X
Salvia 'Gayle Nielson' (also Trident, 

trademark)
Gayle Nielson/Trident sage Low X

Salvia apiana white sage Low X

Salvia brandegeei Santa Rosa island Sage Low X

Salvia canariensis Canary Island Sage Low

Salvia chamaedryoides blue sage Low

Salvia clevelandii, hybrids
Salvia Cleveland, Alan 

Chickering, etc.
Low X

Salvia greggii, hybrids autumn sage Low

Salvia leucantha, cvs. Mexican bush sage Low

Salvia leucophylla, cvs. purple sage Low X

Salvia mellifera, cvs. black/green sage Low X

Salvia microphylla (S. grahamii) cherry/Graham sage Low

Salvia munzii San Miguel Mountain sage Low X

Salvia pachyphylla rose sage Low X

Salvia x jamensis cvs. sage (jamensis cvs.) Low
Sambucus spp. (CA native, non-native 

spp.)
elderberry Low X

Santolina spp. lavender cotton Low

Sasa spp. bamboo (Sasa) Low

Senecio cineraria (Jacobaea maritima) dusty miller Low

Senecio flaccidus var. douglasii Douglas groundsel Low X
Senna artemisioides (Cassia 

artemisioides)
feathery cassia/senna Low
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Senna bicapsularis (Cassia candolleana) New Zealand cassia/senna Low

Senna nemophila (Cassia nemophila) desert cassia Low

Simmondsia chinensis jojoba Very Low X

Sollya heterophylla Australian bluebell creeper Low

Sophora secundiflora Texas mountain laurel Low

Spartium junceum Spanish broom Very Low
Styrax redivivus (S. californicus, S. 

fulvescens)
snowdrop bush Low X

Symphoricarpos albus (shade) snowberry Low X

Symphoricarpos hybrids (shade) snowberry Low

Symphoricarpos longiflorus (shade) desert snowberry Low X

Symphoricarpos orbiculatus (shade) coralberry Low

Symphoricarpos rotundifolius (shade) round leaf snowberry Low X

Syringa x laciniata cutleaf lilac Low

Syringa x persica Persian lilac Low

Tagetes lemmonii mountain marigold Low

Tamarix pentaphylla tamarisk Very Low

Teucrium chamaedrys germander Low

Teucrium flavum yellow germander Low

Teucrium fruticans bush germander Low

Trichostema lanatum woolly blue curls Very Low X

Trichostema parishii mountain blue curls Very Low X

Ungnadia speciosa Mexican buckeye Low

Vauquelinia californica Arizona rosewood Low

Viguiera lanata woolly-leaf sunflower Low X

Viguiera parishii desert goldeneye Low

Westringia 'Wynyabbie Gem' Wynyabbie Gem westringia Low
Westringia fruticosa (rosmariniformis), 

hybrids, cvs.
coast rosemary Low

X Halimiocistus wintonensis halimiocistus Low

Xylosma congestum shiny xylosma Low

Yucca gloriosa Spanish dagger Low
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